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Writing a Narrative
Directions: Complete this study guide as you move through the lesson. By taking notes, you are more likely to remember what you are learning. The completed study guide can be used for practice activities and to prepare for quizzes and exams. Be sure to save each study guide so you can access it when you need it.
Essential Vocabulary
As you encounter these terms in the lesson, enter the meaning and an example (or two) for each. You can even draw a picture. If there are other unfamiliar words you find, enter them in the blank spaces provided.
	reflection

	plot


	characterization

	sensory details


	
	


Once Upon a Time
Why do authors use narrative writing to reflect on an idea or event?
	


What a Story Needs
Describe three important narrative elements. 
	Plot
	Narrator/Characters
	Theme

	
	
	


Form Fitting
Identify the plot, characters, and themes of “Peak to Peak” and “Pillowcases.”
	
	“Peak to Peak”
	“Pillowcases”

	Plot
	
	

	Characters
	
	

	Themes
	
	


Getting Started 
Describe the strategies you can use to plan your narrative. 
	Brainstorming 
	

	Sequence of events/structure
	

	Characterization 
	

	Theme/message
	


Drafting Your Narrative 
Use this section to help you begin writing your narrative.
	


Room for Improvement 
Describe two strategies you can use to revise your narrative. 
	Dialogue
	Precision and Sensory Language

	
	


Re-See Your Narrative
Fill in the blanks to explain how writers decide which parts of their narrative to revise.
	To improve your narrative, explore your writing for areas that seem  		  or hard to   			. Next, ask how you could add meaningful  		  or change general or  		 language into specific and  		-packed language.


Punctuation, in Particular
Explain how punctuation is necessary in your narrative. 
	Punctuating Dialogue
	Colons
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